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Madura : Popularly known as the « City of
Festivals » is the second largest City in the Presi-
dency. It was the seat of the ancient Pandiyan
Kingdom which lasted from the era before Christ,
up to the 17th century. Madura was the centre of
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Tamil culture for several centuries. The design of
the massive temple in the heart of the City, dedi-
cated to Goddess Meeunakshi displays an exube-
rance of fancy and a lavishness of labour, rarely
t0 be met with elsewhere. The Chitra Festival in
April - May is very largely attended. The Thiru-
malai Najck’s Mahal which was built as a Palace
is the finest specimen of secular architecture in
India. There are retiring and Refreshment Rooms
at the Station.” —S. . R. Places of Interest
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Madura: « Madura the Capital of the Taluk
and District is the largest moffusil town in the
Presidency, being the chief place in the District,
Madura, the Head-Quarters of all the usual
Officers. It stands on the main line of the South
Indian Railway, 845 miles from Madras. It
possesses a Travellers’ Bungalow, rooms for the
Europeans at the Railway station and many-
Chatrams for natives. The chief of the last is
that opposite the Station which was founded and
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endowed from funds left by Queen Mangammal
and is still called by her name. Municipality was
constivuted in 1866. The town is the industrial,
educational and religious centre of the District.

Madura stands on the right bank of the
Vaigai. In the neighbourhood rise three small
prominent hills, which are called the Anaimalai,
Pasumalai and Nagamalai from their supposed
resemblance to an Elephant, a Cow, and a
Snake respectively. The South Gopuram of the
great Meenakshi Temple is 484 feet above the
sea, but this tower is ifself some 150 feet ahove
the ground and the town is thus only about 830
feef above the sea level. The Vaigai bridge was
completed in 1889. The view up to the river from
this is one of the most charming in the District.
In the foreground stands the little stone Mayya
Mantapam to which the image of Siva is taken at
the great Chitrai feast.

Rous Peter is the best remembered of all the
Collectors of Madura. He gave valuable jewels to
Meenakshi Temple and Alagar Koil. The people
nick-named him, ¢ Peter Pandiya.” He died in
1828, Tt remains to rvefer to the three buildings
for which Madura is so widely known, namely the
great temple, the fank called the Teppakulam and
the Palace of Thirumalai Nayakkan.”

—Madura District Gazetteers

The Great Temple: “The Temple stands in
the centre of the town. Except the inner shrines,
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probably nomne of it is older than the 16th century.
The original building of the days of Pandiya Kings
was almost entirely destroyed by the Muslim
troops of Malick Kafer in 1810. The inner shrines
are mentioned by Manicka Vasagar, who Iis
thought to have lived in the 5th century of the
present era. Four high stone-walls, in the middle
of each of which is a gate-way surmounted by
pyramidical gopurams, enclose a nearly rectan-
gular space, about 830 feet by 730 feet, within
which is a laybrinth of store houses, cloisters,
mandapams and lesser shrines and the sacred fank,
and in the centre, surrounded by other walls with
more gate-ways and towers, the inner shrines of
the God and Goddess. The God is SIVA, in his
form Sokkanatha or Sundaram - « the beautiful » -
and the Goddess, his wife, is Meenakshi - the
« fish-eyed.” Rouud about the Temple outside the
higher walls is a neat garden, fenced with iron
railings which was laid out to replace the heaps of
rubbish, which then occupied this space. The
Gopurams are of the ordinary pattern. They are
unusually lofty and are a land-mark for miles
around. The highest of them is the Sonth Gopuram,
the top of which is about 150 feet above the street
below it.

The legend regarding the deities in the local
sthalapurana says that Meenakshi was the
daughter of the Pandiya King who to the cons-
ternation of her parents was bern with three
breasts. A fairy, however, told the King that the
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third breast would disappear as soon as she met
her future husband and it did so when she first
encountered Siva. They were wedded accordingly
with much pomp.

Siva's shrine contains several subsidiary buil-
dings which is not necessary to particularise, a
stump, which is said to be all that now remains of
the legendary forest of Kadamba trees, which is
supposed to have formerly covered all this part of
the Country. In it are kept the Temple jewels,
which include a Pendant for the God, given by a
Pandiyan King, a Head-dress studded with pearls
and rubies presented by Thirumala Naicken,
and a pair of golden stirrups, which were the gift
of Rous Peter ~ goes the story for an escape from
an elephant he had wounded. In one corner is the
Manptapa Nayakka mantapam or King Mantapam
among Mantapams. It is quite eclipsed by the
Kambathadi Mantapam (Flag Staff Mantapam).
Behind the Flag Staff are four huge images of Siva
dancing, of the fearsome Goddess Kali and of
Veerabhadra, in two different shapes, which are
cut out of a single block of stone.

The chief festivals are the Chitrai, Teppa-
kulam, and Avani Moolam fostivals. The first
oceurs in Chitrai (April - May). The second takes
place in Thai (Jan. - February). This was origi-
nated by Thiramalai Naicken after he had built
the ’.l‘eppakulam and is fired for the Anniversary
of his birthday. The third occurs in August S3p-
tember.” —Madura District Gazetleers
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«The Thousand Pillared Mantapam lies to the
North and Fergusson, the historian of Indian archi-
tecture calls it “ The wounder of the Place™ and
says of the sculptures there, that “ they surpass
those of any other hall T have seen.”
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